Acute frosted retinal periphlebitis.
We examined three previously healthy young patients who suffered acute visual loss associated with diffuse bilateral retinal periphlebitis. Each patient developed thick, inflammatory infiltrates surrounding all of the retinal veins, creating the appearance of frosted tree branches. Initial visual acuities ranged from 20/20 to hand motions (median, counting fingers). All patients showed rapid improvement after starting oral corticosteroid therapy, and all but one of the six affected eyes regained a visual acuity of 20/20. The clinical appearance and course of these patients matched those of a condition previously described in Japan and labeled frosted branch angiitis. The term "acute frosted retinal periphlebitis" seems to describe more accurately the clinical findings.